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 Seasonal moisture deficits worsen throughout parts of the Dominican Republic and Haiti.   
 

During early June, light and isolated rainfall was received across Hispaniola, with the highest weekly accumulations (10-

25mm) registered in central Haiti and eastern Dominican Republic, with little to no rainfall accumulation according to 
satellite rainfall estimates and rain gauge.  Latest analysis of 30-day rainfall anomalies depicts both a strengthening and 

expansion of anomalous dryness, where prolonged dry spells in Haiti have resulted in moisture deficits similar in depth as 
northwestern Dominican Republic. The strong rate of strengthening dryness has been associated with a lack of rainfall, 

with respect to both of quantity and frequency, during the time of the year where rainfall normally increases sharply and 

is more frequent.   Analysis of remotely sensed vegetation health conditions suggests unfavorable ground conditions for 
cropping activities over eastern and southern Haiti and central Dominican Republic due to moisture stress. The return of 

increased and more widespread precipitation is much needed over the next several weeks to help lessen the potential 
negative impacts cropping activities over many local areas. Compared to the rainfall activity observed during early June, a 

small, but favorable increase in rainfall is expected.  However, the weekly accumulations forecast are not likely to exceed 

the climatological totals for the middle of June.    


